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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

DOT Specifications 3A, 3AA, and 39
Cylinders Manufactured OQutsice

United States

Section 173.301 (i) of the Department’s
Hazardous Materials Regulations pro-
hibits the transportation of charged
compressed gas cylinders unless they
have been made in accordance with ap-
plicable DOT specifications and unless
the tests required by the specifications
under which they are manuf actured have
been conducted within the United States.,
Sections 178.36 and 178.37 of Title 49
CFR, prescribe LOT specifications JA
and 3AA, respectively, and require chem-.
ical analyses and tests as specified in
those sections to e made within the
limits of the United States. A similar
requirement appears in the proposed new
specification 39 high-pressure disposable
cylindey provisions, published Decem-
ber 11, 1970 (35 F.R. 18879).

These cylinders are used to transport
various compressed ga3€S, such as carbon
dioxide, OXygen, helium, argon, and
nitrogen for industrial and medical pur-
Doses. In addition, new N ational Highway
Safety Bureau motor vehicle Standard
No. 208 (35 F R 1392717) specifies occy-
bant crash protection requirements for
certain motor vehicles manufactured on
or after July 1, 1973, including those of
foreign manuftacture sold in the United
States. One major type of passive re-
straint system contemplated employs a
high pressure €8S cylinder, which would
also be subject to the requirement that
analyses and tests be performed within
the United States. In view of the desire
to import foreign-made cylinders for in-

dustrial and medical gas service and the
future difficulties which will evolve from

passive restraint systems being incor-
porated into foreign manufactured auto-
mobiles, the Board IS considering the
necessity for continuing to require the

pation and comments would be particy.
larly helpful and therefore it will conduct,
8 public hearing on this matter at 10 a.m,
on February 23, 1871, in Room 10430
Nassif Building, 400 Seventh Street SW..
Washington, DC.

The Board wil} appreciate comments
addressed to the following principle area
of consideration Are rthe regulatory con-
trols imposed on manufacturers of
specifications 3A, 3AA, and other cylin-
ders made in the United States suitable
for controlling manufacturers outside the
United Stateg? For example, if the
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interested Inspectors berforming thejr
duties outside the Uniteq States? Also,

De perlormed In the United States?
Could the same INspector withess tests
performed outside the Unitegd States?
The hearing wij] be an informal one
conducted by the Board. It wil Nnot be g
judicial or evidentiary type hearing.
There will be 110 Cross-examination of
Dersons presenting statements. A repre-

Rear Admiral, U.'S. é’oast Guard,

Chief, Office of Merchant Mq-
rine Safety.

ROBERT A Kayvg,
Director, Burequ of Motor Cqr-
rier Safety, Federal Highway
Admz‘m‘stmtion.

NoTE: F.R. Doc. 71-555, SUpra, was in-

advertently published in the Proposed Rules
Section of the issye for Friday, Jan 15, 1971
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